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Reading failures is the most preventable of 
health issues.





GROUP 1
 those who require intervention

GROUP 2
those who do not



Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) model

De Bruin and Stocker (2021)

Universal screening 







Why DIBELS? 

School systems must focus on:

- Preventing reading problems from developing, and

- Intervening as early as possible and doing so systematically when 
problems emerge

The evidence base for prevention and early intervention and how to 
do it is considered SETTLED SCIENCE









Tell where students are in relation to critical benchmarks that 
predict successful reading outcomes 





CECG 

Windows of administration 

Term 1 BoY Weeks 3-5 
Term 2 MoY Weeks 7-10
Term 4 EoY Weeks 4-6



The administration timeline

1 minute testing for each individual child
 

3 minutes,  group 
administration



How to implement DIBELS ?
Up to three times a year: 
• Beginning Term 1 : weeks 3-5
• Middle Term 2: weeks 7-10
• End Term 4 : weeks 4-6

All  measures are available for free download at the Centre on Teaching and Learning at the University 
of Oregon: https://dibels.uoregon.edu/ including the Administration Guideline, the Scoring Guide and 
the Australasian Version of reading passages for ORF & MAZE

Create a building-level team to facilitate the implementation of universal screening and progress 
monitoring. 

Administration Time in minutes by grade and administration type

Pattern K 1 2-3 4-8

Individual 4-6 5-7 4 2

Group NA NA 5 5

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/




Provide information 
about additional 
support needs

(whole school MTSS)

Inform your classroom practice
Strong Tier 1 core instruction can 

reduce the need for MTSS and help 
address achievement gaps.











How are the cohort looking on the NWF subtest? What proportion of students are at risk for 
CLS and WRC?

Slide from ‘ DBIELS interpreting data and inform instruction’, by Dr. Sarah McDonagh (2022)



Class summary : Kindergarten,  Middle of the Year

1. Does it appear that the whole group 
instruction is generally working for the 
majority of students?

2. What small groups would you create 
based on patterns of student 
performance on the NWF measure?

3. What further information would you 
need to plan next steps for instruction?



1. Does it appear that the whole group instruction is generally 
working for the majority of students?

- 14/23 students are below the benchmark goal on the NWF-CLS 
measure

- 11/23 are below on the benchmark goal on the NWF-WRC measure
- Whole class instruction isn’t meeting the needs of the majority of 

the students in the class
- Indicates a need to examine how phonics instruction has been 

provided

2. What small groups would you create based on patterns of student 
performance on the NWF measure?

- Students in yellow and red could be grouped together based on 
intensity need for 20-40 minutes of Tier 2 phonics instruction

- 3-5 session per week
- Focus on priority skills: letter-sound correspondences, reading 

regular words, high-frequency words and decodable texts
- Intensive, systematic instruction in small groups 

Slide adapted from ‘ DBIELS interpreting data and inform instruction’, by Dr. Sarah McDonagh 



chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.speld.org.au/files/resources/diagnostic_assessment.pdf


Planning phonics instruction

• If deliver Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) program: ensure high integrity and fidelity of 
implementation

• Teach : letter sound correspondences, regular words, HFW, Decodable texts (See options below)

InitiaLit Readers 
Decodable Readers 

Australia
Phonics Australia Little Learners Love 

Literacy
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My favourite reports

• All grades status (school & 
system)

• Class progress summary 

• Summary of effectiveness by 
class/by school

• Parent report 

• For students in 3-6 that have 
difficulty in decoding skills, you can 
turn on the Progress Monitoring 
option to enable assessment of 
underlying skills.



All Grade Status Class Progress Summary

How many students are meeting grade level reading goals?













DIBELS as a Progress Monitoring tool

What is happening?

Why is the student not responding to 
the intervention?

What now?

Require more intensive and tailored 
intervention

Research has shown progress 
monitoring to be a reliable and valid 
predictor of student achievement. 

Stefanie Cook (literacy Coordinator at St Patrick’s Parish Primary School (Cooma) presenting at the AP network meeting about her approach to intervention, watch the 
recording:  https://youtu.be/xF-Jl2Zm7YM

https://youtu.be/xF-Jl2Zm7YM






Reflection & 
Questions 

Important points New ideas

Questions ? Action plans (where to next?)



Acknowledgement & workshops 

Dr Sarah McDonagh



Related Podcasts

Science of Reading Podcast
Current practices in the Science of Reading 
are explored with leading researchers and 
practitioners. 

https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-
podcast/ 

NSW Centre for Education 
Statistics and Evaluation : What 
Works Best
Example of evidence-based practices applied 
in real school contexts. School experiences 
and perspectives

Teaching Reading and Learning “ 
the Reading League Podcast
Elevates important contributions to the 
educational community by people who have 
influenced teaching and literacy for the 
betterment of children

https://www.thereadingleague.org/teaching
-reading-and-learning-the-podcast/ 

Melissa and Lori Love Literacy
For educators interested in learning more 
about the science of reading. Melissa and 
Lori’s goal is to bring research about 
teaching reading and writing to educators 
and make it practice for their audience.

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/mel
issa-and-lori-love-literacy/id1463219123 

The Center on Teaching and 
Learning (CTL) 
All DIBELS measures are available for free 
download at the CTL DDS website: 

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/ 

https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-podcast/
https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-podcast/
https://www.thereadingleague.org/teaching-reading-and-learning-the-podcast/
https://www.thereadingleague.org/teaching-reading-and-learning-the-podcast/
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/melissa-and-lori-love-literacy/id1463219123
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/melissa-and-lori-love-literacy/id1463219123
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/


Email: 
Jessica.colleuterradas@cg.catholic.edu.au

 @JessicaColleu

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessicacolleu/ 
 
 https://www.facebook.com/JessCF2020 

Download my Churchill Fellowship report here: 
https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/wa/fellow/j
essica-colleu-terradas-wa-2020/ 

Connect with me
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